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In just a matter of hours before Jesus is betrayed, arrested, crucified, and abandoned by His
disciples, all of which He knows is coming, He is with His disciples giving them encouragement for the
rough road ahead. We have in John chapter 17 the longest recorded prayer of our Lord. He knew His
disciples, His closest friends, would soon be suffering grief, fear, and doubt. So, He prays for them ... and
not just for them but for us as well. This is a prayer that echoes (reverberates) throughout time: His
words don’t pass away (Matthew 24:35). And He prays for us here today just as much as He did for His
followers 2,000 years ago. Starting at verse 1 of John 17 in the New Living Translation:

IAfter saying all these things, Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has
come. Glorify Your Son so He can give glory back to You. 2For You have given Him
authority over everyone. He gives eternal life to each one You have given Him. 3And this
is the way to have eternal life — to know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, the one
You sent to earth. *l brought glory to You here on earth by completing the work You
gave Me to do. *Now, Father, bring Me into the glory We shared before the world began.

“...Before the world began ...” there was Christ. We have here a clear claim of deity straight from
Jesus. And the work He was given to do was to pay the price for the sins you and | (and everyone) have
ever committed. Because of His divinity, the value of His sacrifice is infinite. No matter how high we rack
up the bill of sin, Christ has it covered. ... Continuing from verse 6:

7] have revealed You to the ones You gave Me from this world. They were always Yours.
You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word. “"Now they know that everything |
have is a gift from You, 3for | have passed on to them the message You gave Me. They
accepted it and know that | came from You, and they believe You sent Me.

Jesus reaffirms the way to eternal life through a relationship with Him and the Father ... and faith
in Him, who He is, and His word. He’s talking about His disciples here even though He knows they will
soon be scattered and Peter would deny Him. It wasn’t until after, when He sent the Holy Spirit, that
they would really understand God'’s true plan. ... God sees more in us than anyone, even ourselves, can
see. He sees our potential. And when we believe, He sees in us His Son. ... Picking up at verse 9:

9’My prayer is not for the world, but for those You have given Me, because they belong
to You. °All who are mine belong to You, and You have given them to Me, so they bring
Me glory. *Now | am departing from the world; they are staying in this world, but | am
coming to You. Holy Father, You have given Me Your name; now protect them by the
power of Your name so that they will be united just as We are. *During My time here, |
protected them by the power of the name You gave Me. | guarded them so that not one
was lost, except the one headed for destruction, as the Scriptures foretold.




13”Now | am coming to You. | told them many things while | was with them in
this world so they would be filled with My joy. *I have given them Your word. And the
world hates them because they do not belong to the world, just as | do not belong to the
world. *I’'m not asking You to take them out of the world, but to keep them safe from
the evil one. *They do not belong to this world any more than | do.
Jesus prays for us, for all who believe and all who will ever believe. Even if you don’t believe yet,
He knows if you will one day and is praying for you. He prays for our protection, that we won't be
corrupted by the world while we’re in it. As believers, we’re not citizens of earth; we’re citizens of
heaven, ambassadors here to grow in faith, sow the gospel, be the very hands of God, and to glorify Him
by our lives in the midst of suffering, troubles, and persecution in this world that hates us. James tells us
that “the prayer of a righteous man avails much” (it has great power) and here, Jesus, who has the very
righteousness of God, prays for us, for our protection. So, let’s always remember and take comfort in
that. ... Continuing from verse 17:
7Make them holy by Your truth; teach them Your word, which is truth. 8ust as You sent
Me into the world, | am sending them into the world. *And | give Myself as a holy
sacrifice for them so they can be made holy by Your truth.
20| am praying not only for these disciples, but also for all who will ever believe
in Me through their message. I pray that they will all be one, just as You and | are one
—as You are in Me, Father, and | am in You. And may they be in us so that the world will
believe You sent Me.
22| have given them the glory You gave Me, so they may be one as We are one.
3] am in them and You are in Me. May they experience such perfect unity that the
world will know that You sent Me and that You love them as much as You love Me.
Jesus prays for unity amongst believers. Together, joined by our own common faith, we are the
church. We are one tree, but there are many branches, many denominations, but as long as we hold to
the truth, God’s word, that Jesus lived a sinless life, was crucified for our sins, and was raised and sits at
the right hand of the Father in heaven, then we will prevail. ... In verse 24 He says:
24Eather, | want those whom You have given Me to be with Me where | am. Then, they
can see all the glory You gave Me because You loved Me even before the world began!
He wants us to be with Him in heaven, to be free from pain and hardship. As Paul said, ‘to die is
gain,” but we have God’s work to do here on earth for the time being. ... From verse 25:
25”0 righteous Father, the world doesn’t know You, but | do; and these disciples know
You sent Me. %] have revealed You to them, and | will continue to do so. Then Your love
for Me will be in them, and | will be in them.”
During this Easter holiday, let’s remember these words of Jesus and strive to grow together in
unity and love with the help He gives through the Holy Spirit and the guidance He gives us through His
word.



